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[ABSTRACT] Objective: To study the relationship between keratin 19 and different pathological sta-
ges of nasopharyngeal carcinoma. Methods: A total of 52 patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma, 35 pa-
tients with lymphnode metastasic nasopharyngeal carcinoma admitted from April 2008 to March 2011 were
selected while 35 patients without nasopharyngeal carcinoma during the same period were selected as the
control group. The expression of keratin 19 in specimens of these patients was detected by immunohisto-
chemical assay and the expression of keratin 19 in NPC cell lines with difierent differentiation degree and

metastasis potency were detected by western blot. Results: The positive rate of keratin 19 in patients with
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nasopharyngeal carcinoma and patients with lymphnode metastasic nasopharyngeal carcinoma were signifi-

cantly higher than that of control group (P<C0.05); The keratin 19 was expressed more highly in tissues

with lower differentiation, distant and lymphnode metastasis (P<0. 05). Conclusions: Keratin 19 has a

close relationship with the differentiation and metastasis of nasopharyngeal carcinoma and it is valuable in

the early diagnosis and prognosis of nasopharyngeal carcinoma.
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